
YEARS IN REVIEW

Who We Are
The Great Basin LCC is a partnership among public and private groups working 
to meet large-scale conservation challenges across five states. We promote 
management based on science and traditional knowledge that enables human 
and natural communities to respond and adapt to ongoing change. Our partners 
include a variety of groups committed to conservation, such as Native American 
tribes, universities, non-governmental organizations, and federal, state and local 
government agencies.

The Great Basin LCC is one of 22 LCCs in North America. Together, these 
partnerships form a seamless network from coast to coast (and beyond), addressing 
the challenges that no single organization can handle alone. The Great Basin LCC 
geographic area encompasses approximately 145,000 square miles in five states.

The journey of the partnership began in 2010 when 
the Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service reached out to groups to assess their 
interest in creating a collaboration to address the effects  
of large-scale threats to the Great Basin. They found 
enthusiastic support from government agencies, Native 
American tribes and nongovernmental organizations, 
and decided to form what has come to be known as 
the Great Basin Landscape Conservation Cooperative 
(LCC) in 2011.

We came together because we understood the biggest  
challenges to conservation in the Great Basin – invasive 
weeds, rangeland wildfires, drought, climate change, 
uncoordinated efforts – but the question was, where 
did we fit in, and how could we contribute? 

We quickly determined that a primary role of the Great 
Basin LCC was to support and encourage dialogue 
among landscape-scale conservation efforts already 
happening in the Great Basin and to push for the next 
step. 

We support specific projects, bring together partners 
to leverage their networks and resources, coordinate 
work across agencies and organizations, and promote 
opportunities for collaboration. 

What makes the Great Basin LCC unique is our ability 
to address conservation issues from a landscape-scale, 
transcending state boundaries, jurisdictional borders, 
and lines on a map. We are a forward-looking, proactive 
partnership, bringing together key players in the Great 
Basin’s conservation community and taking action to 
address the region’s needs and challenges.  

I’m incredibly proud of the work we have done over 
the past several years and look forward to the future. 
I also want to extend a special thank you to all our 
Steering Committee members, our staff members, 
our researchers and all others who have made this 
partnership successful. If the next several years are 
anything like the first, I know that we will continue to 
accomplish great things.

–  Rick Kearney,  
Great Basin LCC Coordinator

The Story of the Great Basin Landscape Conservation Cooperative



Ongoing Efforts
• Co-hosting annual Great Basin Consortium Conferences

• Sponsoring Climate Science Forums

• Supporting landscape-scale science projects

•  Sharing information about science, management and cultural resources through webinars, 
presentations and written communications

•  Supporting exchanges of traditional knowledge and contemporary science to enhance land 
management, conservation and cultural preservation

Years of Collaborative and Inclusive Landscape-Scale Conservation

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS)
meet with states, tribes, 
non-governmental 
organizations and others to 
assess their support for a 
Great Basin LCC

With strong support, an 
organizing committee is 
created to define LCC roles, 
mission and initial priorities

The organizing committee 
drafts the Great Basin LCC 
charter

Great Basin LCC 
forms, selects 
Linda Kelly as 
Coordinator and 
Dr. Todd Hopkins 
as Science 
Coordinator, and 
and holds first 
Steering Committee 
meeting

Spearheads research 
on post-fire sagebrush 
ecosystem restoration

Co-sponsors first of five 
Great Basin Consortium 
Conferences

Co-hosts first of seven 
Great Basin Climate 
Forums with Desert 
Research Institute and 
California-Nevada Climate 
Applications Program

Co-hosts first annual  
Public Forum to bring  
together the conservation 
community and gather 
feedback 

Sponsors first 
of three climate 
adaptation 
trainings for tribes

Supports six 
landscape-scale 
research projects, 
the first of many to 
come

Partners in 
developing 
the Great 
Basin Weather 
and Climate 
Dashboard

Supports five science 
and three traditional 
knowledge projects 
addressing key 
conservation challenges

Improves data availability 
in the Great Basin by 
supporting efforts to 
map wetlands, inventory 
climatological monitoring 
stations, and develop 
a springs geospatial 
database

Begins collaborative work on a science  
action plan for the Rangeland Fire  
Management Strategy

Supports key research on  
sagebrush restoration 

Develops tool with the Western 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
to improve resistance and resilience in 
sage-grouse habitat

Co-authors a report on invasive plant 
management and sage-grouse  
conservation, which paved the way for an 
Invasive Weeds Summit

Partners to create a regional action plan 
for combatting invasive weeds on a 
landscape-scale

Publishes a book addressing the Bromus 
grass in the West

Launches first annual webinar series

Forms the Northwest Basin and Range 
Conservation Synthesis

Collaborates with partners to produce the 
Great Basin Fact Sheet Series 

2016

Conservation Events and ActionsGreat Basin LCC Accomplishments

Co-hosts the 2016 Sagebrush 
Restoration Conference: All 
Hands, All Lands, attended 
by over 500 conservation 
scientists and managers

Partners in the development 
of an online portal housing 
rangeland fire prevention, 
management and restoration 
tools and information

Supports 10 science 
projects addressing critical 
conservation needs

Spearheads research 
on controlling invasive 
cheatgrass with bacteria

Helps to build tribal 
capacity for climate change 
vulnerability assessments 
through collaborative 
work with the University of 
Washington and the Northwest 
Climate Science Center

The Department of the Interior launches 
Landscape Conservation Cooperatives

Greater Sage-grouse designated as warranted 
for Endangered Species Act (ESA) protection, 
but listing decision is delayed

Stakeholders begin to pursue aggressive 
conservation actions in attempts to avoid 
sage-grouse listing

USFWS determines the Greater Sage-
grouse does not require ESA protection

The Department of the Interior issues 
a new Integrated Rangeland Fire 
Management Strategy 

The National Academy of Science reviews 
the LCCs and concludes that a landscape 
approach is needed to meet the nation’s 
conservation challenges

Western Governors’ 
Association releases 
policy resolution calling 
for a more aggressive 
strategy on prevention, 
early detection, control 
and management of 
invasive species

The Long Draw Fire in southeastern 
Oregon burns over 560,000 acres of 
shortgrass and sagebrush habitat 
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Looking Forward
The Great Basin LCC has accomplished much in the 
past several years. In 2015, the National Academy of 
Sciences determined the LCCs are uniquely designed to 
address landscape natural and cultural resource needs at 
a national level, and can effectively bridge conservation 
research and management. While other federal programs 
are more narrowly focused, the LCCs promote broad, 
interdisciplinary science and conservation action. 

The Great Basin LCC enters the next stage with optimism 
and determination, ready to continue producing 
high-quality products, working with the conservation 
community, and exploring innovative ways to tackle the 
most vexing conservation challenges in our region.

For More Information 
Want to get involved? The Great Basin LCC is always 
looking for new ways to collaborate and advance 
landscape-scale conservation in the Great Basin. Please 
contact us any time at info@greatbasinlcc.org. Learn 
more about the Great Basin LCC or sign up for quarterly 
newsletters at greatbasinlcc.org.  

What We Do
Our Vision
Great Basin landscapes that sustain natural 
and cultural resources now and in the future.

Our Mission
The Great Basin LCC supports landscape-
scale conservation, promotes science, and 
enables management based on traditional 
knowledge and science so human and 
ecological communities can respond and 
adapt to climate and land use change.

Goals
• Great Basin communities develop mutually 

agreed upon landscape-scale conservation 
strategies and deliver conservation actions 
guided by those strategies. 

• The Great Basin is more resilient to 
climate change and other landscape-scale 
stressors because of increased collaboration, 
optimized conservation investments and 
efforts aligned to a common vision.

• Traditional knowledge and contemporary 
science are shared and/or integrated, 
as appropriate, to further Great Basin 
conservation priorities and land 
stewardship.

• Communication and understanding 
about science, management and 
cultural resources are enhanced and this 
information is accessible and discoverable 
by the broader conservation community.

www.youtube.com/user/GreatBasinLCC

facebook.com/GreatBasinLCC

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

http://greatbasinlcc.org
https://www.facebook.com/GreatBasinLCC/

